
Rome Connection Itinerary 
 
All activities use Rome as an open-air classroom for students to experience the on-the-ground application 
of course themes. The following is the tentative itinerary for the inaugural program in Spring 2023. 
 
 

Wednesday, May 17 
Depart EWR Airport (Newark) 
 
 

Thursday, May 18 
Arrive at FCO Airport (Rome)  
Check-in at Casa Santa Lucia Filippini 
  
Arrival Orientation  
Faculty will talk about program policies and provide a final overview of the itinerary 
  
Neighborhood Tour 
Students are introduced to the local resources that surround Casa Santa Lucia Filippini 
  
Welcome Dinner 
A complimentary dinner featuring Roman cuisine and other local treats 
 
 

Friday, May 19 
Campo Marzio and Altare della Patria Excursion  
Explore the iconic transformations of medieval Rome’s historic core and its overlooked treasures before 
ascending the Altare della Patria for the ultimate view over the Eternal City 
 
Musei Vaticani Excursion  
Experience an exclusive night tour of the Vatican Museums with a complementary Roman buffet and 
live music while touring the most impressive collection of art in the world 
 
 

Saturday, May 20 
Domus Aurea and San Clemente Excursion  
Comprehend the urban breadth of ancient Rome by descending into Emperor Nero’s golden palace and 
explore the ecclesiastical layers of medieval Rome underneath the Basilica of Saint Clemente 
 
Pigneto Excursion  
Enjoy an evening in a changing neighborhood shared by hipsters, pensioners and immigrants while 
engaging in its lively street scene to better understand the voices of today’s Rome 

 
 



 
Sunday, May 21 

Ostia Antica Excursion  
Venture through the architectural remains of what was once one of the largest ports on the Mediterranean 
with finely adorned bathhouses, an ancient theater, and grand temples 
 
 

Monday, May 22 
Quartiere Ebraico and Trastevere Excursion  
Take a stroll thru historic Roman neighborhoods and delve into the ways in which faith-based 
communities have shaped the Eternal City through the ages 
 
 

Tuesday, May 23 
Orvieto Excursion  
Welcome to an all-day adventure in a picturesque hill town to discover ancient caves, incredible vistas, 
world famous architecture and farm-to-table cuisine while considering the manifestations of medieval Italy 
 
 

Wednesday, May 24 
Free Day 
 
 

Thursday, May 25 
Galleria Borghese Excursion  
Take in expansive gardens before joining a personal tour of a former country villa to gaze upon the art of 
masters such as Bernini, Raphael and Caravaggio while appreciating the tales they underpin 
 
 

Friday, May 26 
Esquilino and Monti Excursion  
Wander thru some of the most important basilicas in Rome including Santa Maria Maggiore and Santa 
Prassede while delving into the impact of the medieval church on the development Rome 
 
San Lorenzo Excursion  
Walk the grounds of Sapienza University, uncover early church history and discover a vibrant college 
neighborhood while discussing the local issues affecting today’s Italian students 
 
 

Saturday, May 27 
Garbatella Excursion  
Explore an avant-garde neighborhood that personified the competing politics of 20th century Rome with 
an excursion that includes a service-learning experience at Orti Urbani Garbatella as well as a group meal 
at the Casetta Rossa community center 
 



 
Sunday, May 28 

Bracciano Excursion  
A journey through the heart of the Roman Campagna to scenic lakeside villages in what was once part of 
the papacy’s extensive medieval domain 
 
 

Monday, May 29 
Testaccio and Ostiense Excursion  
Explore the former epicenter of working-class Rome thru a university built on the remains of an old 
slaughterhouse, a new farmers market, and towering street art while discussing social justice issues 
 
 

Tuesday, May 30 
Free Day 
 
 

Wednesday, May 31 
Udienza Papale  
Join pilgrims and visitors in witnessing Pope Francis at the Vatican. The visit includes receiving the Papal 
Blessing, if so inclined 
 
Departure Meeting  
Faculty will discuss how departure logistics will proceed the following day 
 
Villa Doria Pamphili Excursion  
Stroll through the rural environs of Baroque Rome while experiencing the beauty of the city’s largest 
private villa turned public park 
 
Farewell Dinner  
A complimentary farewell dinner featuring traditional Roman cuisine 
 
 

Thursday, June 1 
Depart FCO Airport (Rome) 
 
Arrive at EWR Airport (Newark) 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 


