
BACKGROUND
Lucila Godoy Alcayaga, known to the world as 
Gabriela Mistral, was born in 1889 in Vicuña, 
Chile. Raised in a poor family, her formal 
education ended at the age of 13. She began 
writing at a very early age, and at the age of 
15 she became a rural teacher’s aide. A self-
educated teacher and poet, she dedicated 
her life to advancing education, dignity and 
compassion for children, women, the poor and 
indigenous communities.  Her work focuses 
on personal grief, love, justice and moral 
responsibility. From her humble beginnings 
she rose to become one of the most influential 
literary, diplomatic and humanitarian voices of 
the 20th century around the world.  

CAREER 
Gabriela Mistral was the first Latin American 
to win the Nobel Prize in Literature in 1945 and 
remains the only Latin American woman to 
receive this honor. She also broke barriers as 
Chile’s first female diplomat. Widely regarded 
as one of the most influential voices in Pan-
American thought and culture, Mistral helped 
shape relationships between Latin America, 
the United States, and Europe. Her presence 
in the United States elevated Latin American 
voices and helped build lasting intellectual and 
cultural bridges across the Americas.
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IMPACT  
Gabriela Mistral profoundly shaped education and the global appreciation of Latin American lit-
erature through her writing, teaching, and diplomacy. A leading advocate of Pan-Americanism, 
she used her work to promote dialogue and unity across the Americas. She contributed to in-
ternational cooperation efforts linked to the League of Nations and shaped global initiatives for 
children’s welfare including UNICEF.


