
BACKGROUND
Born on July 3, 1832, in Baja California, 
then part of Mexico, María Amparo Ruiz de 
Burton came from a prominent Californio 
family with deep political and military 
roots. She came of age during the Mexican 
American War and witnessed the transition 
of California into United States control, an 
experience that shaped her understanding 
of identity and society. After marrying U.S. 
Army officer Henry S. Burton, she moved 
to the United States, where she lived across 
regions and engaged with both Mexican and 
American communities.

CAREER 
María Amparo Ruiz de Burton’s work holds  
an important place in American literary 
history as one of the earliest voices 
representing Mexican American experiences. 
Today, she is recognized as a pioneering 
Latina author whose contributions continue 
to broaden understanding of American history 
and literature.
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IMPACT  
María Amparo Ruiz de Burton’s work holds an important place in American literary history as 
one of the earliest voices representing Mexican American experiences. Her writing document-
ed the cultural and social transformations that followed U.S. expansion and offered insight into 
questions of identity and belonging. Today, she is recognized as a pioneering Latina author 
whose contributions continue to broaden understanding of American history and literature.


