
BACKGROUND
Born in 1735, in Spain, Diego de Gardoqui came 
from a prominent merchant family engaged 
in global trade. His father’s international 
business exposed him to commerce, finance, 
and politics. As a young man, he studied 
in London, where he learned English and 
developed an understanding of British and 
colonial markets. Upon returning to Spain, 
Gardoqui joined the family enterprise, 
strengthening its transatlantic connections 
and preparing for a future that would link 
Spain to the emerging United States.

CAREER 
During the American Revolutionary War, 
Gardoqui played a key role in supporting the 
American colonies by coordinating shipments 
of supplies such as weapons, clothing, and 
ammunition through his family’s trading 
network. After the war, he was appointed 
Spain’s first envoy to the United States, serving 
from 1785 to 1789. In this role, he worked 
with leaders like John Jay and attended the 
inauguration of George Washington, helping 
shape early diplomatic and trade relations 
between the two nations.
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IMPACT  
Gardoqui played an important role in supporting the American cause, providing critical supplies 
that helped sustain the Continental Army during the Revolutionary War. As Spain’s first diplomat 
to the United States, he helped establish one of the nation’s earliest international relationships 
and contributed to early discussions on trade and western expansion. His work strengthened ties 
between Europe and the United States, leaving a  legacy as a bridge between nations.


