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EDUCATION 
i Ph.D., Theology, Fordham University, 1986, Bronx, NY 
 Thesis:  "Lay Ministries: A Critical Three-Dimensional Study" 
 
i M.A., Religious Education, Fordham University, Bronx, NY 
 
i BA., College of Mt. St. Vincent, Riverdale, NY 
 
SELECT PUBLICATIONS 
 
"Whose Ministry Is It?  The Role of the Laity in the Story of Catholic Health Care," in Incarnate Grace: 
Perspectives on the Ministry of Catholic Health Care, ed. Charles Bouchard (St. Louis: The Catholic Health 
Association of the United States, 2017), 230-249. 
 
"Lay Ecclesial Ministry as One Flowering of Baptismal Witness," in What We Have Seen and Heard: Fostering 
Baptismal Witness in the World, ed. Michael E. Connors (Eugene, Oregon: Pickwick Publications, 2017), 179-
190. 
 
"Sponsorship's Rich, Complex Spirituality," Health Progress, May-June 2017, 40-44. 
 
"Lay Ecclesial Ministry: Where We Have Come, Where We Need to Go," Pastoral Liturgy, November/December 
2015, Vol. 46, No. 6. 
 
"The Leadership Academy and Theological Reflection," Health Progress, Nov. - Dec. 2015, 40-44. 
 
“Foreword” to Emerging from the Vineyard: Essays by Lay Ecclesial Ministers, ed. Maureen O’Brien and Susan 
Yanos (Astor, Florida: Fortuity Press, 2014).  
 
“Vatican II and the Role of the Laity,” Word on Worship, vol. 30, No. 3, 2013, 17-19. 
 
Review, Why Lay Ministry Formation?, U.S. Catholic, September 2013, 43. 
 
“Lay Ministry: Past Present, and Future,” Ministry and Liturgy, vol. 38, No. 9, Nov. 2011, 4-6. 
 
“Leadership, Ritual, and Lay Ecclesial Ministry,” in In the Name of the Church: Vocation and Authorization of 
Lay Ecclesial Ministry (Collegeville: MN: Liturgical Press, 2011), 125-138. 
 
“Making All Things New: Catholic Health Care, the Laity and the Church,” Health Progress, Sept.-Oct., 2011,  
15. 
 
"Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord and an Evolving Ministry," in Reflections on Renewal: Lay Ecclesial 
Ministry and the Church, ed. Donna M. Eschenauer and Harold Daly Horell (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 
2011), 125-138. 
 
Review, Awakening Vocation, Pastoral Liturgy, July-August, 2011, 18. 
 
Lay Ecclesial Ministry: Pathways Toward the Future, ed. (Lanham, MD: A Sheed & Ward Book: Rowman & 
Littlefield, 2010). 
 
“Strengthening Ministerial Leadership: Perspectives from Systems Theory,” in Lay Ecclesial Ministry: 
Pathways Toward the Future 
 
“The Future of Lay Ecclesial Ministry,” Celebration, October 2010, 3-5. 
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“A Sense of Calling: Vocation in the Academic Life” in Vocations: The Vocation of a Catholic University: ‘A 
Conversation, vol. 1, No. 1, Summer 2010, 53-60. 
 
“Performance Management in a Family Business?” in Best Practices in Catholic Church Ministry Performance 
Management, ed. Charles E. Zech (Lanham, MD: Rowman & Littlefield, 2010. 
 
“Foreword” to Forward in Hope: Saying Amen to Lay Ecclesial Ministry, Bishop Matthew H. Clark (Notre 
Dame: Ave Maria Press, 2009), ix-xi. 
 
“Snapshots of Laity in Mission: Consciousness of Responsibility for Ministry and Identity,” in Catholic Identity 
and the Laity, Tim Muldoon, ed. (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2009), 197-206. 
 
Review, Keeping the Covenant: Taking the Parish to the Next Level, Pastoral Liturgy, July-August, 2009, 18. 
 
“A Theologians Commentary,” in Shaping Catholic Parishes: Pastoral Leaders in the 21st Century, ed. Carole 
Ganim (Chicago: Loyola Press: 2008) 141-151. 
 
“The Seminaries and the Church: Analysis of an Ecology from the Roman Catholic Perspective,” with Charles 
Bouchard in Theological Education, Vol 44, No. 1, 2008. 
 
Review, Long Have I Loved You: A Theologian Reflects on His Church, Pastoral Liturgy, May-June, 2008. 
 
“Continuing the Mission,” Health Progress, March-April 2008, 23-26. 
 
Review, American Catholics Today, Rite, November-December 2007. 
 
Review, Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord, Rite, November-December 2006. 
 
“Overview of Lay Ecclesial Ministry: Development and Practice,” Liturgical Ministry, Volume 15, Fall 2006. 
 
“Shaping a Theology of Lay Ecclesial Ministry,” Pastoral Music, August-September 2006.  
 
Called and Chosen: Toward a Spirituality for Lay Leaders, co-editor with Regina Bechtle, S.C. (Lanham, MD: 
Sheed and Ward, 2005). 
 
“Why Did You Choose Your Work? Reflections on Vocation,” in Called and Chosen: Toward a Spirituality for 
Lay Leaders, 3-15. 
 
“An Unfolding Reality Affects All Systems” and “Seeking Vessels for New Wine,” Initiative Report, March 2005, 
June 2005, newsletters of the Catholic Common Ground Initiative. 
 
“Musings on Ecclesial Ministry: Toward a New Document, ‘Co-Workers in the Vineyard of the Lord,’” 
CHURCH, Fall 2005. 
 
“Lay People in an Evolving Ministry: Gift, Responses, Challenges,” CHURCH, Spring, 2004. 
 
“Laity, Ministry, and Secular Character” in Ordering the Baptismal Priesthood: Theologies of Lay and 
Ordained Ministry, ed. Susan K. Wood (Collegeville, MN: Liturgical Press, 2003). 
 
“Collegial, Collaborative, and Shared” in What Is Good Ministry? ed. Jackson W. Carroll and Carol E. Lytch 
(Durham, NC: Pulpit and Pew, 2003). 
 
“Evolving Visions of the Priesthood: Reflections” in Evolving Visions of the Priesthood, Dean Hoge and Carol 
Wenger (Chicago: National Federation of Priests’ Councils: 2003). 
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New Ecclesial Ministry: Lay Professionals Serving the Church, revised and expanded edition, Franklin, 
Wisconsin: Sheed and Ward, 2002. 
 
“Church Leadership Today: Building Right Relationships” in Liturgy and Justice: To Worship God in Spirit 
and Truth, Collegeville, Minnesota: The Liturgical Press, 2002. 
 
“Recognizing, Naming, Developing and Fostering a Spirituality for Lay Ecclesial Ministers.” Listening,  Spring, 
2002. 
 
“The Vocation of Today's Lay Minister: Perspectives of a Teacher and Researcher.”  New Theology Review,  
November 2000. 
 
Laity in Leadership Roles in the Church in the United States Today: A Theological and Pastoral Overview.  A 

white paper prepared for FADICA (Foundations and Donors Interested in Catholic Activities).  
Washington, DC: FADICA, 2000,  

 
Forging a Ministerial Identity.  Publication of the presentation made to the National Association for Lay 

Ministry (Chicago, NALM, 1999). 
 
“Ecclesial Lay Ministers: An Overview” in Together in God's Service: Toward a Theology of Ecclesial Lay 

Ministry.  Washington, DC: United States Catholic Conference, 1998). 
 
 
 
INTERVIEW 
 
“Follow the Laity,” an interview by the editors, U.S. Catholic, January 2011, 18-22. 
 
 RECENT BOARD MEMBERSHIPS 
 
Center for Ministry Development, Gig Harbor, WA 
 
Ascension Sponsor Mission Committee, St. Louis, MO 
 
Advisory Boards: Graduate School of Religion and Religious Education, Bronx, NY; Catholic Health East 
Formation, Newtown Square, PA 
 
 
ADVISOR 
 
 National Conference of Catholic Bishops, Sub-committee on Lay Ministry, 1994-2005;  Chair, planning 

committee for symposium of bishops and theologians, 1997;  Committee on the Laity, 1991-
1994; 1994-1997. 

  
RECENT AWARDS 
 

Cardinal Bernardin Award, The Catholic Common Ground Initiative, Chicago Theological Union, 
2013. 

 
 Wisdom and Service Award, St. John’s University, Collegeville, MN, 2011. 
  
 Servant Leadership Award, College of St. Elizabeth, Convent Station, NJ, 2011 
 
 Doctor of Divinity, honoris causa, Georgian Court University, Lakewood, 2007 
 
 Doctor of Humane Letters, honoris causa, Christ the King Seminary, Buffalo, 2006 
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              Ad Laudem Dei Award, Distinguished Alumnae, College of Mount Saint Vincent, 2003 
 
 Gaudium et Spes Award, National Association for Lay Ministry, 1998 
 
 Award for Faculty Excellence, Seton Hall University, 1997 


