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European Catholic life during the Second World War has  

often been presented—misleadingly—as a story of heroic 

resistance or compromised collaboration. Looking at  

popular  devotion to St. Thérèse of Liseux, one of the 

most beloved of all 20th century saints, Vesna Drapac 

proposes a much more subtle reading of Catholic            

responses to the challenges of total war. 
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