SETON HALL SPORTS POLL FINDS ‘TEBOW-MANIA’ IMPACT ON NFL GREATER THAN ‘LIN-SANITY’ IMPACT ON NBA BY 2 TO 1
 
 
 
S. Orange, NJ, March 1, 2012 –  Jeremy Lin may be capturing the nation by storm, but even in the off-season, Tim Tebow’s impact on the NFL rates higher with the American public, according to a new poll taken by the Seton Hall Sports Poll this week.
 
The poll asked respondents which had the greater impact on professional sports, and “Tebow-mania” on the NFL drew 50% to “Lin-sanity” on the NBA, which had just 24%.  The question was asked of those who had heard of Lin, or 58% of the 1,001 randomly selected people across the country.  (The poll has a +/- margin of error of 3% in the full sample and for those that heard of Lin, +/- 4%).
 
In the full sample, 50% had favorable opinions of Tebow while 43% had one of Lin. However, Tebow also led with unfavorable opinions, 12% to 6% 
 
“This is the power and strength of football,” noted Rick Gentile, director of the poll, which is conducted by the Sharkey Institute.   “Even being out of the news for two months, Tebow outpolls Lin, who was regularly featured in national newscasts throughout February.  When you have an impact on the NFL, you have an impact on America.”
Asked further about Lin’s “overnight” success, only 29% of those who have heard of him attribute the attention to his playing in New York, and only 17% to his being Chinese-American.  Indeed, 65% credit the attention to his performance on the court, with 77% of those identifying themselves as African-American saying it was performance, not ethnicity.
To put the popularity of Lin and Tebow, the poll asked the full sample for opinions of other people in the news.
 
	 
	Favorable
	Unfavorable
	No Opinion

	Tim Tebow
	50
	12
	38

	Jeremy Lin
	43
	  6
	51

	Mitt Romney
	33
	41
	27

	Rick Santorum
	30
	32
	38

	Kobe Bryant
	30
	31
	39

	Ryan Braun
	  9
	10
	81


 
 
 
Tebow and Lin  are clearly on the top of the list both in the number of favorable opinions and in the ratio of favorable to unfavorable opinions.
“Perhaps Tebow and Lin should consider entering the presidential sweepstakes as a third party ticket," added Gentile.
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The poll results:
 
 
 
1.     Which of these news stories are you paying the most attention to: the Republican presidential race, rising gasoline prices, the nation’s unemployment rate, or the performance of Jeremy Lin of the NBA?

 

1.     Republican presidential race                 28

2.     Gas prices                                                 44

3.     Unemployment rate                               16

4.     Jeremy Lin                                                 6

5.     Don’t know/refuse to answer                6

 

 

I’M GOING TO READ THE NAMES OF SOME PUBLIC FIGURES.  AFTER EACH ONE TELL ME IF YOUR OPINION IS FAVORABLE, UNFAVORABLE, OR YOU DON’T KNOW ENOUGH TO HAVE AN OPINION.
 
 
2.     Is your opinion of Tim Tebow favorable or unfavorable?

 

1.     Favorable                                                 50

2.     Unfavorable                                             12

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               38

 

 

3.     How about Rick Santorum?

 

1.     Favorable                                                 30

2.     Unfavorable                                             32

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               38

           

 

4.     How about Kobe Bryant?

 

1.     Favorable                                                 30

2.     Unfavorable                                             31

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               39

 

 

5.     How about Jeremy Lin?

 

1.     Favorable                                                 43

2.     Unfavorable                                               6

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               52

 

6.     How about Mitt Romney?

 

1.     Favorable                                                 33

2.     Unfavorable                                             41

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               27

 

 

7.     How about Ryan Braun?

 

1.     Favorable                                                   9

2.     Unfavorable                                             10

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               81

 

 

8.     How closely do you follow sports, very closely, closely, somewhat closely or not at all?

 

1.     Very closely                                              14

2.     Closely                                                      15

3.     Somewhat closely                                    41

4.     Not at all                                                   30

 
 
9.     Have you heard of Jeremy Lin prior to this phone call?

 

1.     Yes                                                                        58

2.     No                                                            39

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer                 4

Remainder of questions only for those who answered yes

 

 

10. Have you watched Jeremy Lin play in a game or just seen highlights?

 

1.     Watched him play in a game                 26

2.     Seen highlights                                        50

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               23

 

           

11. Has the play of Jeremy Lin caused you to follow the NBA more closely, less closely, or about the same?

 

1.     More closely                                             13

2.     Less closely                                                2

3.     About the same                                       80

4.     Don’t know/refuse to answer                 5       

 

12. Which has had a greater impact on professional sports?

 

1.     “LIN-SANITY” on the NBA                      24

2.     “TEBOW-MANIA” on the NFL                50

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               26

           

 

13. Do you think the attention Jeremy Lin is receiving is because he plays in New York?

 

1.     Yes                                                                        29

2.     No                                                             56

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               15

 

 

14. Do you think the attention he is receiving is because of his performance on the court or the fact that he is Chinese-American?

           

1.     Performance on court                            65

2.     Chinese-American                                   37

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               12

 

 

15. Do you think Jeremy Lin would be receiving the same amount of attention if he were African-American?

 

1.     Yes                                                                        51

2.     No                                                             37

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               12

 

 

16. Do you think he would be receiving the same amount of attention if he were Caucasian?

 

1.     Yes                                                                        54

2.     No                                                             32

3.     Don’t know/refuse to answer               14
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