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What is Sediment Pollution?

According to the Environmental Protection Agency, one of the three major sources of water pollution in streams and rivers is sediment.

Fine suspended particles cause turbidity in waterways. In other words, they make the water less transparent, blocking sunlight. The decreased light will
Impede the growth of aquatic plants, which provide essential habitat for many aquatic animals, including young fish. Another way sediment can be harmful is
by smothering the gravel beds where fish lay their eggs. Aquatic invertebrates can suffer from damage to their fragile filtering systems, and if they are sessile
(immobile) they can be buried by sediment. Fine particles can eventually be transported into coastal zones, where they affect marine invertebrates, fish, and
coral.
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. Heavy metal contamination

. Heightened levels of Nitrogen and Phosphorus

. Industrialization

. Dumping of untreated agricultural effluents, human
waste
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Sewage Dlsposal in River Indus

River Indus Dolphins have become an
endangered speC|e
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