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Blogs 
 

A blog, is a website that is designed to be updated frequently with new entries. 
The entries in a blog are usually displayed in reverse-chronological order (most-
recent first). This blog application has an easy-to-use editor that lets you quickly 
add content and style your work. 

 
Finding a Blog or Journal Site 

 
There are two primary places where you can access a blog from within your 
Blackboard: 

 The Central Course Blog site is found within the Tools area of your course 
or organization. 

 Individual or group blog sites can be found in any content area where the 
instructor has created them. 

Each course has one Central Course Blog but can have many individual or group 
blog sites. 
 
Accessing the Central Course Blog 
 
1. Go to your course. 
2. Click on the Tools link within the course menu. 
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3. Click on the Blog Tool. 

 
 
Accessing Individual or Group Blogs 
1. Go to your course. 
2. Click on the content area (Course Documents, Assignments, etc.) in the course 
menu.  

 
 

3. Browse the sub-folders, if any. 
4. Click on the Title of the blog to open it (in this case Reflections on Judaism). 

  
 
Uses of a Blog 

 
Blog gives instructors and students the tools to create media-rich journals within 
a course. The software provides the classroom community with a forum to reflect 
on course-related topics, projects, and ideas. 
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Engaging students in reflective writing 
 
Configured as a private journal, a blog serves as a platform for reflective writing.   
Students can consider and explore course readings, class discussions, or field 
experiences. Through the journals, the instructor gains ready insight into his 
students' experiences in the course and can efficiently provide individualized 
feedback. 
 
Facilitating learning via peer review and feedback 
 
With Blog configured for group access, students learn through peer review. They 
can view one another’s posts and provide comments and suggestions. Such 
sharing gives students the opportunity to learn by both example and critique. 
 
Encouraging critical thinking and creativity 
 
Using this tool for group or course-wide blogging fosters lively discussion of 
course topics and concepts. When engaged in written debate, students are 
motivated to sharpen their critical thinking and rhetorical skills. They can also 
exercise creativity by adding images, external links, and uploaded files to their 
posts. 
 

Creating Blogs and Journals 

 
 
This section explains the how to create blogs or private journals in your course or 
organization.  The different configurations below allow you to create different 
kinds of assignments and learning  activities. The most common types are: 
 

 Private Journals 
 Individual Blogs 
 Group Blogs 
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Create the Blog 
 
You can create a blog by adding a special kind of content type within a course or 
organization Content Area, such as Assignments or Course Documents. 
 
1. Go to your course. 
2. Click on the content area (Course Documents, Assignments, etc.) in the course 
menu. 

 
3. Click on Add Blog from the drop down menu in the area labeled More. 
4. Give the blog a name and description, and make it available. 
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5. Select the blog type you wish to use in your course (Group Blog or Private 
Journal). 

 
 
6. Select whether or not you want to enable an RSS feed (Note: This can only be 
done in Group Blog). 

 
 

7. Select the value to use to reference users in the blog, and the text direction 
for blog content. 

 
 

8. Select students and course groups that should be members of the blog. 
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9. Choose from a number of options for members, such as allowing students to 
permanently delete blog entries; export their blog entries; and view, write or 
delete comments. 

 
 

10. Choose date restrictions if you wish. 

 
 

11. Choose Non-member settings for your blog. 
 

 
 

12. Disable the content filter if you so choose by checking the box labeled Disable 
the content filter.  
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13. If you want to grade your blog, check the box labeled Create a Grade Book 
Entry for this blog. You will be prompted to give the entry a name, points possible, 
and decide whether you want this grade to display in My Grades for students. 
 

 
 

14. When you have finished, select OK. 

 
 

Using a Blog 

 
Calendar View 
 
Blogs can be navigated using the calendar view which appears in the sidebar on 
the right. Any dates on which entries have been written will appear as hyperlinks. 
Selecting a link will display all entries created on that day. Navigate between 
months by selecting the month links at the bottom of the calendar. 

 
Viewing Recent Posts 
 
You can see a list of the most recent entries in this blog in the "recent posts" 
module in the gray side bar. Click on an item to jump to that entry. 
 

Monthly Archives 
 
You can browse all entries from a given month by using the archives module in 
the gray sidebar. 

 
Commenting on an Entry 
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The comments area displays at the bottom right of each blog or journal entry. 
Comments are hidden until you click on the comments link. After opening and 
viewing the comments, you can add new ones via the Add Comment form. 
 
Note: Depending on your permissions in this blog, you may or may not see the Add 
Comment form. 
 
Creating a New Entry 
 
To add an entry, click Create Blog Entry in the actions section of the gray sidebar. 
 

  
 

 
 
Once you click Create New Entry, you will be brought to the editing pane where 
you can create the content for your blog entry and specify a title for it. The new 
entry will be created when you click Post Entry. 
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Editing and Deleting an Entry 
 
To edit an exiting entry in a blog, click the double down arrow that appears next 
to the entry's title. 
 
Once this arrow is clicked, a menu will drop down and where the option to Edit 
the post is given. 

 
 

 
 

 
An entry can be deleted at any time by clicking the double down arrow next to 
the entry’s title and selecting delete from the drop down menu. 

 
 
Once you click delete, you will have two options. 
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Remove allows the entry to be recovered, while Delete permanently removes any 
way of recovering the contents. 
  
When you delete an entry, the existing text is replaced with a message about who 
deleted it and when. That message will be invisible to users who do not have the 
ability to edit the journal. 
 
 


