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“When an alien resides with you in your land, you shall not oppress 
the alien. The alien who resides with you shall be to you as the 
citizen among you; you shall love the alien as yourself, for you were 
once aliens in the land of Egypt.”         (Leviticus 19:33-34)

The Scripture calls us repeatedly to remember our history and to respect the 
displaced among us. Christ identifies with the stranger and those who are 
marginal, and calls us to welcome them because we all, at one time or another, are 
strangers. Pope Benedict XVI in his encyclical Caritas in Veritate writes: “Every 
migrant is a human person who as such, possesses fundamental, inalienable rights 
that must be respected by everyone and in every circumstance.” In their talk, 
Kerwin and Gerschutz-Bell challenge us to align contemporary debate on the 
public policy on immigration with our religious convictions.
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Seton Hall University’s Center For Catholic Studies is dedicated to fostering a dialogue between 
the Catholic intellectual tradition and all areas of study and contemporary culture. To that 
end, it sponsors an undergraduate degree program for students, focusing on interdisciplinary 
studies, with opportunities for community, service, scholarship and foreign study. The 
Center is the home of the G.K. Chesterton Institute, the Bernard J. Lonergan Institute, and 
the Micah Institute for Business and Economics, and their publications. The Center offers 
study and research, as well as ongoing programs on faith and culture, social justice, business 
and the economy, for audiences world-wide. 
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