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An Update on Dr. Shigeru Osuka

Dr. Osuka has accomplished a lot
since the last issue of Asian Voice.
Over the summer he served as a
Content Leader in writing for AP
Japanese Language and Culture in
Kansas City, Missouri, June 3-16,
2008. The AP Chinese Chief Leader
was Dr. Tao-chung Yao an alumnus
of SHU’s Department of Asian
Studies in 1973. Professor Hui-Mei
King, a Chinese language instructor
at SHU, also served as a reader.

More recently, Dr. Osuka presented
the keynote address at the

West Caldwell Public Library
International Cooking Contest in
NJ on Thursday, October 16, 2008
along with Dr. Vincenzo Bollettino
(Professor of Italian, Montclair
State University) and Tomas
Miranda (Prof. of Spanish, Mont-
clair State Univ.). This program was
made possible by a grant from the
NJ Council for the Humanities, a
state partner of the National
Endowment for the Humanities.

Dr. Osuka was also chosen as a
member of the Council of Confer-
ence Representative (COC) 2009-
2012 for the Association for Asian
Studies (AAS) in their Fall 2008
election. The COC AAS was
founded in 1977 as a liaison with
the AAS regional conferences
which serve the needs of scholars
of Asian studies in different parts of
the country. He will hold office
beginning after the AAS annual
meeting 2009 in Chicago until the
AAS’s annual meeting in Toronto

Dr. Shigeru Osuka

An Interview With Our Newest Faculty Member, Professor Linderman

The Department of Asian Studies would like to welcome Michael
Linderman who became the newest faculty member in September
2008. Prof. Linderman is an assistant professor teaching History of
Traditional Asia and World Religions.

Can you tell us about your teaching experience?

My first teaching experience at the college level was as a teaching
assistant for Diana Eck’s “Sources of Indian Civilization” course,
while doing my Masters degree at Harvard Divinity
School. At the University of Pennsylvania, | was a
“TA” for two courses, one entitled “The Legacy of
India” and an introductory course on Indian
philosophy. I've also taught World Religions in a
seminary context.

What do you like about Seton Hall University?

I like the students the most. I'm having a lot of
fun engaging them in my course material, which is
mostly new to them. They know that the history
of other cultures and religions is increasingly
important in a globalized world, so they are
curious and open.

What attracted you to come to the Department of
Asian Studies at SHU?

It was the fact that the position is actually a dual

appointment in Asian Studies (primary

appointment) and Religious Studies (secondary). | get to teach
courses about both religion and history, and this correlates well
with my intellectual interests in interdisciplinary approaches and
the study of broader cultural issues.

What's your current area of research?

Right now, I'm finishing the cycle of research and writing coming
out of my dissertation on the pilgrim rest houses built by one king

Prof. Michael Linderman
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in pre-colonial India. In general, I'm interested in issues that relate
to common idioms within a larger cultural matrix. Rest houses are
such a topic because they were a shared cultural practice,
established by royalty and merchants of different religious
persuasions throughout the medieval period. The next stage will
be a geographical mapping project, using GIS technology to
recreate the regional networks of these institutions around the
popular pilgrimage center of Rameshwaram in south India. This
will contribute to a better understanding about why sponsoring
and supporting pilgrimage became relatively more
popular in the pre-colonial period than before.

How are you incorporating your courses World
Religions, History of Traditional Asia with your
research?

My research on rest houses is really about
“material” religion or culture, so | like to use
images of architecture, sculpture, and other forms
of artin class. Also, rest houses, as charitable
institutions, were a form of both religious and
socio-political capital. So I like to stress the issue
of patronage of religious institutions to students,
and how the political and the religious realms are
so hard to pull apart. The other topics that I focus
on in both my research and my courses are
mobility (of people) and territory.

What are your interests and hobbies?

| follow English Premier League soccer pretty closely, mostly
Arsenal and Bolton. Also, | play several musical instruments and
like choral music, and | look forward to joining a community or-
chestra or choral ensemble in the community | recently moved to.
But frankly, I've been so swept up in the coming US elections that
| feel like I've forgotten that | have any hobbies.

-Evelyn Huang, M.A.'09
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China in My Eyes, Summer in China 2008

Going to China has been my
dream ever since | started
studying Chinese language in
my freshman year of high
school. Therefore, participating
in Seton Hall University’s
Summer in China program this
past June was an eye-opening
experience for me. The trip not
only gave me the opportunity
to be exposed to a different
lifestyle and culture that I was
not previously familiar with but
also

3,500 miles long and is so
grand that one can only see its
entirety from outer space. The
climb up the hill it sits upon
was one of the hardest things |
have ever done in my life but
the amazing view from the top
made the grueling climb
worthwhile.

In addition, this was a very
exciting time to visit China
because of this year's Olympic
Games being held in Beijing.
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Square was much more
massive than | ever imagined.
Standing there, | could imagine
the square filled with
protesting students facing off
with army tanks. Also, the
beautiful architecture and the
vastness of the Forbidden City,
seemed like a maze that would
be easy to get lost in. Above
all, however, The Great Wall
was simply amazing. This
manmade creation is over

tural sites in China allowed me
and my fellow SHU students to
appreciate the intricate detail
and pride that the Chinese put
into their work.

I encourage all students
interested in Chinese history,
culture, and architecture to
consider Seton Hall's Summer
in China program.

-Doogie Macmillan, B.A."11

Japan Week 2009, Save the Date!

Japan Week 2009 will be held on March 30 -April 4
including Japanese movies, 10th Annual Kite contest,
Haiku workshop, Japanese cultural demonstration,
Japanese Language awards for both New Jersey High
School students and SHU students, 12th Annual
Graduate Student/School Teacher Symposium on
Japanese Studies.

3rd Chinese Cultural Project Contest

New Jersey Chinese Cultural Studies Foundation & Department
of Asian Studies, Seton Hall University are now accepting
registrations for the 3" Chinese Cultural Project Contest.
The deadline for submission is Nov. 30, 2008.

The topic this year is
What is the essence of Chinese Culture in your eyes?

In the past two years, Seton Hall students have won 1% place for
the college category. For more information, please contact
Dongdong Chen, at chendong@shu.edu.

SHU Japan Exchange Tokyo, Japan 2008

Stepping off the airplane, it be-
came painfully obvious that |
was no longer in Kansas (or
rather New Jersey). Standing
amidst a crowd of hurried busi-
nessmen and family members
greeting each other in a strange
language, | felt truly alone.

But then again, we came from
Seton Hall to Japan to become
immersed in this different cul-
ture, experi-
ence a new
lifestyle, and
learn how
many possi-
bilities the
world has to
offer.

In the SHU-
Study
Abroad in
Japan Pro-
gram, suc-
cessful appli-
cants will be
able to spend
four weeks in
the city of
Tokyo, the cross-roads where
Western and Oriental elements
collide into a unique symbiosis
that makes up the Japanese cul-
ture. This program enrolls the
students at Sophia University,
one of the four Jesuit institu-
tions in Asia. The city itself is
very easy to get around, even if
you don’t know Japanese. With
many signs and information in
both English and Japanese, a
foreigner like me was able to

SHU Students in Kamakura, 2008

find a restaurant or a cool fash-
ion district very easily. Every-
thing is so accommodative, it
feels as if you are royalty.

Seton Hall's study abroad to
Japan is special because of the
additional cultural programs that
you are able to experience. For
example, on your trip you will
see traditional theater like kabuki
and noh, be a part of traditional
flower arrang-
ing and tea
ceremony, as
well as visit
local museums
and ancient
shrines and
temples. Also,
SHU supple-
ments your
! summer by
= taking you on
excursions like
seeing a Japa-
nese baseball
games and on
day trips to a
different
parts of Japan
to absorb a more local flavor.

Even though reading a passage
can make you wonder and
dream of all the adventures that
have been shared by each suc-
cessive summer crew, there are
many that cannot be put into
words. The only thing that you
should do is enroll and see for
yourself what the world has to
offer!

-Christopher Vu, B.A.'10
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